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Thales (624 - _5,48{B‘.(2)
The First Principle «
of the Cosmos /

" hales, like his successors, Anaximander and Anaximenes,
‘was born in the great commercial city, ancient Miletus.

ales restless spirit could not be calmed with the simplistic
ptlan doctrlnes about the existence of God and the cosmos.
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 With these considerations, he introduces the idea of the
production of all beings by a naturaf &ause and the awareness that behind the ceaseless change of
phenomena there is the common an constant substance that is the reason for their existence.
When Thales was asked: “What was in the begihning?” he in turn would ask: “What is in the
present moment that makes the world be as it presents itself to our eyes?”
The ancient tradition attributes to Thales astrological, meteorological, and seismological studies
as well as numerous geometric theorems. Thales predicted earthquakes and harvests, explained
the floods of the Nile and measured the height of the pyramids by the triangles formed by their
shadows.
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